
1

Country Fact Sheet

FINLAND

SELINA receives funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon Europe 
research and innovation programme 
under grant agreement  
No 101060415.

project-selina.eu

Follow SELINA

https://project-selina.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/selina-project-horizon-europe/
https://www.facebook.com/SELINAHorizonEU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCytWNDdQVCu786sVifmvziQ


2

Country Fact Sheet: FINLAND (FI)

Edited by:  
Anu Lähteenmäki-Uutela & Leena Kopperoinen

Finnish Environment Institute

September 2024

If you feel there are ongoing or upcoming research projects, policy initiatives or legislations, 
concerning the use of biodiversity, ecosystem condition and ecosystem services knowl-
edge in decisions and policies, missing, please contact inge.liekens@vito.be and we update 
the country fact sheet (until March 2027)

Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the European Union or the European Commission, other institutions of the European Union, 
or an official statement of the respective member state. Neither the EU nor the EC can be held 
responsible for them.

mailto:inge.liekens@vito.be


3

Contents

1 Update on projects concerning biodiversity, 
ecosystem condition and ecosystem services 
assessment and accounting since 2022 ...................4

2 Examples of uptake in decision processes, 
regulations and/or legislation ....................................5

3 Perceived barriers and needs to enhance uptake ....5

4 On the way to transformative change....................... 6

4.1 Community of practice ...................................... 6
4.2 Seeds of transformative change .......................7



4

Update on projects concerning biodiversity, ecosystem 
condition and ecosystem services assessment and 
accounting since 2022

The objective of the national Priodiversity LIFE (2024-
2031) project is to halt biodiversity loss in Finland. Bio-
diversity action plans are drawn up for eight counties. 
Each regional biodiversity action plan will identify biodi-
versity hotspots, their buffer zones and corridors con-
necting them. Regional nature restoration and rehabil-
itation measures will be planned and carried out. New 
business opportunities on restoration are created.

The aim of the BIODIVERSEA LIFE IP (2021–2029) proj-
ect is to safeguard the biodiversity of the Baltic Sea in 
Finland. The EU goal is protect 30 per cent of Europe’s 
marine areas by 2030. About 12 per cent of Finland’s 
marine areas are currently protected. The project pro-
duces information for determining how the 30 % goal 
can be achieved in the most efficient and in a socially 
sustainable way. Based on the data produced in the 
Finnish Inventory Programme for Underwater Marine 
Diversity (VELMU), the most diverse and valuable under-
water nature sites will be identified. A road map is drawn 
up to develop the network of marine protected areas.

The ECOPLASMA (2024-2025) project develops sta-
tistics and accounts for ecosystem services, plastic 

waste and material flows. Concerning ecosystem ac-
counting, the aim is to compile proposed mandatory 
physical supply and use accounts for nature-based 
tourism in Finland and voluntary accounts on na-
ture-based daily recreation. The accounts are com-
piled using spatial tools and methods made avail-
able or supported by EUROSTAT (e.g. QGIS INCA and 
recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS)), and then 
compared to accounts compiled using spatial mar-
ket-based methods (e.g. method derived from sim-
ulated exchange value (SEV) and national data on 
the extent and condition of ecosystems and on the 
institutional context. This is done to test the fitness 
of the tools and methods for ecosystem accounting, 
and to suggest improvements to them. The second 
main objective of ecosystem accounting is to prepare 
a data production process aiming at fulfilling the re-
quirements of upcoming amendments to the regula-
tion on European environmental economic accounts 
regarding ecosystem accounts. The process will be 
designed usign Generic Statistical Business Process 
Model (GSBPM) which describes and defines the set 
of actions needed to produce official statistics.
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE22-IPN-FI-Priodiversity-LIFE-101104217/prioritized-actions-for-promoting-biodiversity-targets-in-finland
https://www.luke.fi/en/projects/lifeip-biodiversea
https://www.syke.fi/en-us/Research__development/Research_and_development_projects/Projects/ECOPLASMA__Developing_statistics_and_accounts_for_ecosystem_services_plastic_waste_and_material_flows
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Examples of uptake in decision processes, regulations 
and/or legislation

The Finnish government aims to facilitate the creation of 
nature value markets. The 2023 amendment to the Na-
ture Conservation Act laid down detailed provisions on 
the voluntary ecological compensation procedure and 
offset criteria. Further provisions on voluntary ecological 
compensation are laid down in the Decree of the Ministry 
of the Environment. There is some interest among com-
panies operating in Finland to voluntarily compensate 
their unavoidable negative impacts on nature.

Concerning the goals of the EU Water Framework 
Directive, the Finnish government is considering pos-

sible legislative changes to clarify the conditions for 
nutrient compensation, i.e., compensating the nutrient 
emissions of operations by reducing nutrients from 
the waterbody. Typically, nutrient compensation would 
be implemented as a part of project licensing.

Like all EU member states, Finland is planning its na-
tional implementation of the EU Nature Restoration 
Law. Understanding the value of ecosystem services 
is integral for deciding where and what to restore.

Perceived barriers and needs to enhance uptake

Ecological compensation or following the no-net-loss 
principle is not mandatory in Finland, which slows 
does the development of nature value markets. Busi-
nesses are interested in enhancing their nature hand-
prints, i.e., doing good nature deeds beyond compen-
sations and detached from their footprints. For both 
footprints and handprints, businesses crave official, 
credible criteria to avoid any claims of greenwashing.

The Finnish agriculture and forestry sectors were 
against EU Nature Restoration Law. They saw benefits 
as uncertain, in the future, and mainly for non-land-
owners and for other sectors than themselves. So-
cietal discussion on who benefits from nature resto-
ration, and how much, is needed in Finland.
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On the way to transformative change

4.1 Community of practice

Finland has a knowledge co-creation and dissemina-
tion network for cities and municipalities that interest-
ed in the protection of biodiversity. The name of the 
network is Luontokunnat (= Nature municipalities. 
Regular meeting and seminars are arranged, and a 
network Luontoviisaat kunnat (= Nature-wise munici-
palities) is for more committed and target-oriented ac-
tion. The networks are led by the Finnish Environment 

Institute Syke and Kuntaliitto (Association of Finnish 
Cities and Municipalities).

Finnish businesses have their own networks for ex-
changing biodiversity knowledge. Finnish Business 
and Society (FIBS) organizes seminars and network-
ing events. In 2024, compliance with the EU Corporate 
Sustainability Reporting Directive, the EU Corporate 
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive, and the EU De-
forestation Regulation are at focus. 

4
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4.2 Seeds of transformative change

Visit Finland has its criteria for Sustainable Travel Finland. 
Sustainable tourism includes the protection nature, land-
scapes, and biodiversity. Tourism activities are defined 
as not transgressing the carrying capacity of nature.

COEVOLVERS - Coevolutionary approach to unlock the 
transformative potential of nature-based solutions for 

more inclusive and resilient communities: To explore 
how nature-based solutions (NBS) can contribute to 
the societal change needed to address the ongoing 
biodiversity and climate crisis. To provide an under-
standing of the genesis and establishment of fairer 
NBS, especially from the perspective of the most vul-
nerable humans and non-humans

https://co-evolvers.eu/
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